
J. D. TIPPIT: THE ‘ MISSING” BROADCASTS ^ ByGaryMack 

You won’t find them in any of the three transcripts ac- several circumstances, including those in which an officer was 


cepted by the Warren Commission, but Dallas police officer 
J. D. Tippit made two radio broadcasts minutes before the 
Kennedy assassination. What they tell us about Tippit’s work 
habits adds further suspicion to the authenticity of the 
“original” Dallas Police recordings and the events that led to 
his death. 

Fifteen minutes prior to the assassination, Tippit, number 
78, was patroling his regular district in Oak Cliff, a mostly 
residential area in southwest Dallas. Then, in a calm, matter- 
of-fact voice, he made this call on Channel 1 to the dis- 


required to radio headquarters (CE2583). 



patcher: 

78: Seventy-eight. 

DISP: Seven eight. 

78: Out of car at 4100 block of Bonnievoo, view. 

DISP: 12:17. 

And then: 

78: Seventy-eight clear. 

DISP: Seven eight clear, 12:20. 

Nothing more was said, but his manner of talking certainly 
indicated only a routine situation. And that’s what makes this 
little sliver of history so intriguing: Tippit notified the dis- 
patcher of his actions in a matter so minor it didn’t even carry 
a code number, yet more than half an hour after the 
assassination, with no clues to any suspect’s whereabouts, 
Tippit supposedly stopped one without having contacted the 
dispatcher! 

The pre-assassination broadcasts, as heard on both the 
“critics’ tape” and the recent Ramsey Panel dub, reveal an 
easy going, conscientious officer; it’s a description fully con- 
sistent with those by his friends and fellow officers (CE1976, 
2985, 2986). 

In other words, his failure to notify headquarters about a 
suspect seems quite unusual. Someone on the Warren Com- 
mission thought so, too. 

By letter dated July 24, 1964, the Commission asked the 
FBI to interview Dallas Police Chief Jesse Curry about 


That FBI report, which does not identify the agents involv- 
ed and is unsigned, does nothing to explain why Tippit did 
not radio the dispatcher before stopping the alleged suspect, 
Oswald. Tippit’s long-time friend and supervisor, Dallas 
Police Sergeant C. B. Owens, knew “...from experience that 
Officer Tippit was the type of a policeman who quickly 
checked persons who aroused his suspicions (CE2987).” Also 
in this FBI report, Owens added that he believed “...Tippit 
stopped Oswald to check him because of the similarity in' 
description broadcast by the police.” 

A suspect in the Kennedy assassination and still Tippit 
didn’t call the dispatcher? That just can’t have been true. If 
he did, the message has been deleted from what are supposed- 
ly the original recordings. 

CE1974, the transcript made by the FBI and the more com- 
plete of the three, indicates that shortly after 1:11 pm Dic- 
tabelt 6 ended and number 7 began. A few minutes later a 
citizen, later determined to be T. F. Bowley, radioed in that 
an officer had been shot. While it’s only speculation at this 
point, I wouldn’t be surprised to learn that Tippit did contact 
the dispatcher and what he had to say did not fit with either 
Oswald or any other single gunman. 

Suppose Tippit knew the person he was stopping, or what if 
there were actually two suspects (as ignored witness Acquilla 
Clemons maintained). Here’s how the coverup could have 



been done. 

Within days, if not hours, of Kennedy’s death, the original 
recordings were borrowed by either the Secret Service or the 
FBI. To avoid suspicion on the local level, agents took them 
to an out-of-state recording studio where the low quality 
audio was dubbed from the disks to high fidelity tape. 

After identifying broadcasts not consistent with a lone gun- 
man and cop killer, those remarks were edited out. Then new 
“original” disks were made from the altered tape, and they 
were what was later returned to the Dallas Police. Who would 
know or even suspect such a possibility? 

But there is a telltale flaw: the 60 cycle hum tone. Dr. 
James Barger, the chief acoustic scientist for the HSCA, 
found two different hum tones not long after the Committee 
ended and before the Ramsey Panel completed it’s work. Two 
tones can only result from copying, a fact which Barger 
reported to the Panel. 

He was ignored and so was his evidence of substitution. 

In it’s final report, however, the Panel listed 13 recommen- 
dations for further study and the first was the hum tone issue! 
As part of Appendix F the Panel wrote: “The original Dic- 
tabelt could be studied more extensively for possible 
evidence.. .of being a copy... Further studies could include a 
careful search... for a second hum... which would characterize 
a copy.” 

The Ramsey Panel was aware of this significant discrepan- 
cy and chose to ignore it. That decision, a deliberate perver- 
sion of it’s mandate from the National Academy of Science, 
is a disgrace and should be investigated. 

As I and others have written before, there is strong 
evidence of substitution with the police recordings. Even 
then-Sergeant J. C. Bowles, who was a supervisor in the radio 
room and who prepared the second transcript for the Warren 
Commission, told me two years ago that agents borrowed 
those recordings a few days after the assassination and took 
them to a recording studio in Oklahoma. 

The coverup continues. 


Former FBI official rakes 
Hoover over coals in book 

New York Daily News 

WASHINGTON — Former Assistant FBI Director Neil Welch, 
head of the bureau's most publicized undercover operation, Ab- 
scam. has written a book that portrays the late J. Edgar Hoover as a 
martinet whose agents developed new tactics in the war against 
crime even though Hoover opposed the innovations. 

In Inside Hoover s FBI. Welch, with assistance from former U.S. 
Attorney David Marston of Philadelphia, rakes Hoover over the 
coals in the most scathing public assault on him ever by an FBI 
insider. Hoover, top G-Man for 48 years until he died in 1972, 
continues to be treated with public awe by the officials who served 
under him. 

Welch, who ended his 30-year FBI career in 1980 as head of the 
New York office, provides these glimpses into how Hoover ran the 
bureau in his later years and how the field agents circumvented his 
wishes: 

HOOVER'S INTERNAL SECURITY probes against purported 
communists “were vastly more effective in chilling political convic- 
tions than supporting criminal ones." Welch said when he headed 
FBI offices in Buffalo. Detroit and Philadelphia he routinely reas- 
signed agents who had been doing internal security work to other 
jobs and refused to allow them to write anonymous poison pen 
letters against civil rights groups to newspapers. 

Welchsaid as a new agent in New Haven he was assigned to tail an 
elderly couple suspected of being “dangerous Communist Party 
members. They could barely walk. I thought I might as well do 
something, so I helped them across the street." 

Hoover, who for decades refused to believe that any nationwide 
organized crime network existed, would not approve undercover 
operations against criminals. 

BUT WELCH SECRETLY set up an undercover operation in 
Buffalo in the 1960s to battle the potent Maggadino crime family. 
Undercover FBI agents, dressed like mobsters, drove flashy cars at 
a time when the rest of the FBI still wore short haircuts and white 
shirts and drove only government sedans. 

Agents regularly cooked up statistics to satisfy Hoover's insati- 
able hunger for ever increasing arrest figures. 

In New \rork in the 1950s. Welch said it was "standard practice for 

agents with sagging arrest statistics toattendarraignmentsat night 

felony court. After the charges were read, if there wasany conceiv- 
able federal connection, the agent would rise and advise the court 
that the FBI wished to assert jurisdiction over the offender." 

In 1956, an agent in Miami nabbed a mysterious character who 
was following him around town. The agent discovered he was 
actually Hoover's own personal informant sent from Washington 


in spying 


ns against FBI field age 


Book: Hughes tried to buy power 

Author contends billionaire wanted control of White House 


Associated Press 


CHICAGO — Secret memos 
purportedly handwritten by How- 
ard Hughes disclose an attempt to 
buy control of the White House 
by paying off leading politicians 
of both parties, a new book on the 
late billionaire says. 

In his book, "Citizen Hughes.” 
to be published in December by 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Mi- 
chael Drosnin also contends that 
former President Richard Nixon 
instigated the 1972 Watergate 


tional Headquarters to cover 
connection to Hughes while i 
masking a similar relationship 1 
tween Hughes and Lawrer 
O'Brien, then chairman of 1 
Democratic National Committee 
Excerpts from the book will i 
pear in the November and Dece 
ber issues of Playboy magazine. 

spokesmen for the Hughes 
tate could not be reached for co 
ment Sunday. But Perry Lieb 
who knew Hughes and is now 
consultant with the Summa Cor 
the Nevada arm of the Hughes < 
gamzation, said by telephone St 



ud J ne Van t imagine the recluse 
trying to buy his way into the 
White House. 

O’Brien and a spokesman for 
Nixon also could not be reached 
for comment Sunday. 

Drosnin, a former reporter for 
The Washington Post and The 
Wall Street Journal, said O'Brien 
agreed to become Hughes’ chief 
lobbyist in July 1968 and began 
collecting $15,000 a month from 
Hughes a year later. Drosnin said 
Nixon knew this, and ordered aide 
H.R. Haldeman to obtain proof. 

That set in motion a covert cam- 
paign that led to the 1972 bugging 
attempt at Democratic headquar- 
ters, the author said. 

Drosnin said Nixon's motivation 
was that O’Brien knew of at least 
$100,000 in secret Hughes dona- 
tions tunneled to the President. 

Drosnin also said Nixon grew 

Jarful that O’Brien len from Hughes in 1974 a nc 
during thTl W contributions !ater opined them during his 
d * 1972 fampaign. vestigation of the burglary 5 

ay- 

Drosnin said the memos were sto- . Drosnin said the memos ref 


Hughes' desire for political power. 

After Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
was assassinated in 1968, Drosnin 
said. Hughes wrote a memo to his 
chief of staff, Robert Maheu, tell- 
ing him to hire the Kennedy’s 
• staff. 

“I hate to be quick on the draw, 
but I see here an opportunity that 
may not happen again in a life- 


political strength.” 

In another memo, Drosnin 
quotes Hughes as saying, “I am 
determined to elect a president of 
our choosing this year, and one 
who will be deeply Indebted, and 


indebtedness.” 

Drosnin said that, although he 
didn’t employ the entire staff, 
Maheu did hire O'Brien through 
his O’Brien Associates. ' 

Maheu also could not be 
reached for comment Sunday. 

When Nixon was nominated in 
1968, “Even before Maheu couid 
get to Nixon, Nixon reached out to 
Hughes," Drosnin said, thus initi- 
ating Hughes' contributions to 
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Kennedy museum still 
stuck in planning stage 


By JEFF BROWN 


Tuesday, September 18, 1984 

JACK ANDERSON 

The Washington Merry-go-round 

UNSEEING JUSTICE: The Justice 
Department has tried to discredit a 
persistent adversary by claiming that 
he had been “closely observed” mis- 
behaving in federal court for over five 
years, when in fact he had been 
seriously ill at home throughout the 
period except for one brief court 
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Book depository lire damage put at $250,000 


By GAYLE REAVES 
Star-Telegram Writer 
DALLAS — Damage from an in- 
tentionally set fire at the former 
Texas School Book Depository 
building, from which a sniper assas- 
sinated President John F. Kennedy 
in 1963, was estimated at $250,000 — 
mostly from smoke and water. 

The structural beams in the seven- 
story building also suffered "deep 
burning." Dallas County Fire Mar- 
shal Jim Badgett said, "but 1 don't 
think it was severe enough to affect 
the stability of the building." 

The red-brick structure is now the 
Dallas County Administration 
Building, housing the offices of the 
county commissioners and other of- 
ficials. Four floors of the building 
are vacant: the sixth floor — from 
which, according to the Warren 
Commission. Lee Harvey Oswald 
fired the shots that killed Kennedy 
— is one of Dallas' most popular 


tourist attractions. 

The materials used to start the 
five-alarm blaze early Thursday 
morning were stacks of pictures of 
the 1963 assassination, officials said. 

An out-of-order sprinkler system, 
whose problems allowed the fire to 
spread, was repaired and function- 
ing again by Thursday evening. 
Badgett said. 

"We have confirmed it as arson." 
said Dallas Fire Department spokes- 
man Bill Jernigan, because "there 
were multiple points of origin." He 
indicated that fires apparently were 
started in at least three places in the 
basement, where the Kennedy pic- 
tures and other memorabilia were 

The Associated Press reported 
that Capt. Lewis Eppes. with the ar- 
son division of the Dallas Fire De- 
partment, declined to speculate on a 
motive and said authorities “have no 
indication that it was related to the 
(Republican National) convention.” 


In letters to the news media and 
some public officials, a group called 
the AMERICAN Army has claimed 
reponsibility for 15 fires in the Fort 
Worth-Dailas area since January. 

The letters have mentioned Presi- 
dent Reagan by name, saying he 
would get "a warm reception in Dal- 
las this August" unless he alters his 
policies in Central America. 

The fire was discovered shortly 
before 3 a.m. Thursday by two re- 
serve deputy sheriffs who were 
making the rounds of several coun- 
ty buildings. 

More than 100 firefighters and 23 
fire vehicles were called in, and the 
fire was extinguished about 5 a.m. 

No evidence of forced entry had 
been found by Thursday evening, 
Badgett said, although he wants to 
talk further with the people who 
were first on thesceneaboutexactly 

He said laboratory tests to show 


whether flammable liquids were 
used to ignite the fire had not been 
completed. 

Badgett said he had been told that 
the pictures that were damaged or 
destroyed were duplicates, neither 
irreplaceable nor extremely valu- 
able. Most had been given to the 
local historical society by a museum, 
now closed, that had operated 
across the street. 

“We were most worried about the 
Hertz Rent-A-Car sign" that once sat 
atop the building and was consid- 
ered a Dallas landmark. Badgett 
said. “But it was not hurt at all." 

Badgett said there was no evi- 
dence that the sprinkler system had 
been sabotaged. There are no sus- 
pects in the arson, he said. 

"It was a very hot fire . . . because 
the area is hard to ventilate and the 
heat was just hanging in there.” he 
said. “It was very hard to get in to 


BRIEFS ... .The TS3D fire was easily the most exciting Dallas event 
during the Republican National Convention; within half an hour the 
Plaza was crawling with a couple hundred news and camera people, 
all waiting for the dramatic moment when flames would burst out of 
THE window. But the flames were confined to the basement, there 
was no forced entry (someone had a key, apparently) and no one has 
been arrested. Nearly 2+8 hours earlier, Dallas cosmetics million- 
aire Nary Kay Ash said, on the CBS Corning News, the TSBD should 
be torn down and the land turned into a parking lot; Dallas Cow- 
boys head coach Tom Landry, sitting with her, agreed. It was just 
another black-bordered day in Big D.... Another Dealey Plaza myst- 
ery man was tentatively identified by a retired F3I agent, but the 


| FBI chief wants to tighten access to files 


Associated Press 

§ WASHINGTON — FBI Director 
Q William H. Webster urged a House 
subcommittee Thursday to tighten 
the Freedom of Information Act to 
make it harder for criminals to get 
the names of police informants 
from government files. 

"Seemingly innocuous details in 
FBI records might provide the miss- 
ing clue to identify a source or at 


least narrow down the candidates. 
A criminal does not require proof 
positive before taking action on 
such information," Webster said. 

Webster and Deputy Attorney 
General Carol E. Dinkins told the 
government information subcom- 
mittee of the House Operations 
Committee that they support a Sen- 
ate bill to tighten the rules under 


which government agencies must 
open their files to the public. 

Currently the law allows the 
government to withhold informa- 
tion if it would identify a confiden- 
tial source, but Webster told the 
panel that protection is not broad 
enough and urged that the law be 
changed to allow withholding of 
documents that might tend to iden- 
tify an informant. 


man, also a retired FBI agent, 
denies it - this should be re- 
.solved very soon.... The 1978 
3BC tv documentary "What Do We 
Know Now That We Didn't Know 
Then" (which was produced by 
Tony Summers and included much 
research by Scott ’'alone and 
Mary Ferrell) is available in 
home video form as "The Killing 
of President Kennedy." Some 
material has been removed (the 
Zapruder and Nix films), but 
new footage has been added.... 
Some material for this issue 
was provided by Paul Hoch and 
Harold Weisberg; thanks to all 
who 've sent clippings and made 
suggestions for future articles 
and areas of research - manu- 
scripts are welcome as long as 
they contribute something new 
or different and are not libel- 
ous. ...The next issue may in- 
clude the Moorman photos. 
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